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PAPERS 



IN 



COLONIES AND TRADE. 



No. I. 

WINE FROM NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The Gold Cehes Medal was presented to Gregory 
Blaxland, Esq. of Sydney, 'New South Wales, for 
Wine, the produce of his Vineyard in that Colony. 

Sir, 75, Old Broad Street, Feb. 25, 1828. 

I HAVE to request that you will lay before the Society 
the enclosed bill of lading and other documents respecting 
a pipe of wine, the produce of my vineyard in New South 
Wales last year, 1827, for which I beg to make my claim 
for the gold medal offered by the Society. 

I have also sent for their inspection samples of the 
two best half pipes, the one in pint bottles from No. 1, 
the other in quart bottles from No. 2. From experience, 
I find, that as the vines become more matured by age, 
the wine in every situation is of a much better quality. 
Before I make farther observations on the quality of the 
two samples, it will be necessary to state, that the vine- 
yard is situate on the side of a very steep hill. The cask 
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No. 1 was made from the grapes which grew on the top of 
the hill ; they were the first ripe ; the soil thin and dry, 
totally unfit for agricultural purposes : the other. No. 2, 
from grapes that grew on the centre of the hill, on a 
deeper and richer soil ; they were ripe in about & week 
after the first. More wine was made from the grapes at 
the bottom of the hill, where the soil is rich and deep, 
but it was of a very inferior quality ; which rich deep 
soil, from the experience I have had in the colony, I 
consider totally unfit for the production of wine of value 
for commercial purposes, unless it is made into brandy 
soon after it has done fermenting, as it appears neither 
to possess flavour, nor the property of keeping long in the 
cask free from acid. 

I also forward two copies of a work published in the 
colony on the culture of the vine, &c., which I beg may 
be placed in the libiftry of the Society. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
A. AiKiN, Esq. Gregory Blaxland. 

Secretary, S^c. Sfc. 

It appears from the custom-house documents produced 
before the Committee, that Mr. Bloxland shipped at 
Sydney, on the 6th of February, 1827, three half pipes 
of colonial wine, the produce of his own vineyard ; ten 
per cent of French brandy having been previously added 
to it> in order to enable it to bear the voyage. Of the 
two half pipes, which, on their arrival in the Thames, 
appeared to be the best, Mr. Blaxland sent samples in 
bottle. 

The grape from which the whole was made is a small 
black cluster grape, supposed to be a seedling from the 



COLONIES AND TRADE. 135 

claret grape, as mentioned in Mr. Blaxland's letter, 
printed in the 4l8t volume of the Society's Transactions. 

On tasting the samples, it was the general opinion 
that both of them are decidedly better than the wine for 
which, in 1823, Mr. B. obtained the large silver medal of 
the Society, and that they were wholly free from the 
earthy flavour which unhappily characterises most of the 
Cape wines. The colour of the wine is a tawny red. 



No. 11. 

PIGMENTS FROM CANADA. 

The Gold Isis Medal was voted to W. Green, Esq. 
of Quebec, for his Communication respectitig certain 
Pigments, the produce of Canada ; Specimens of which 
have been placed in the Society's Repositorji/. 

Sir, Quebec, 27th December, 1827. 

By desire of his Excellency the Earl of Dalhousie, I 
have the honour to communicate to you, for the informa- 
tion of the Society of Arts, some specimens of colours, 
which I prepared from materials produced in this country ; 
and which, having been submitted to the Literary and 
Historical Society of Quebec, have been honoured by that 
order for their transmission to you which I now obey. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

W. Green, 
A. AiKiN, Esq. Secretary. 

Secretary, Sfc. Sfc. 



